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OBITUARY1
WILITAM DALLA HUSBAND, F.R.C.S.ENG.,

Late President of Council and Treasurer of the British Medical
Association.

THE Association is once more called upon to bear the loss of
one of its oldest, one of its most attached, and, in his day,
one of its most active and vigorous members.
William Dalla Husband-a member for fifty years of the

Association, a former President, President of Council and
Treasurer-died on July 18th, after more than three years of
painful illness, and leaves behind him a gap in the ranks
of the friends of the Association which can only be filled
with difficulty. It is true
that since 1888 Mr. Hus-
band's active services have
been lost to the Associa-
tion, but, up to that time,
few men, even among
those who have most ac-
tivelysupported it,worked
so hard for it as he did.
His services were chiefly

given during the earlier
and more struggling years
of the life of the Associa-
tion, but they were given
with freedom and without
stint, and at no matter
what cost of personal
sacrifice and labour. As
amember of the old Com-
mittee of Council Mr.
Husband's presence could
always be counted on, and
the more pressing the
emergency on any occa-
sion for which that Com-
mittee might assemble
the more certain was he
to be present to advise,
to support, and to encou-
rage it in its work; and
to those who are able to
remember him in his
palmy days memory will
recall the portrait of a man
of strong convictions, of
forcible expression, of un-
tiring energy, and of one
warmly devoted to the in-
terests of the British Med-
ical Association.
In these days of pros-

perity-when the Associa-
tion is able to count its
members by many thou-
sands, when the labours
of the Council are divided
among many active com-
mittees, when funds are
forthcoming for the fur-
therance of every branch of work for which the Association was
founded-the work is carried on under verydifferent conditions
from those which are known only too well to mmnbers. whose
memory can carry them back to the days when thie BRIrIsH
MEDICAL JOURNAL was but a small sheet, and its subscribers
numbered by hundreds instead of thousands anid the income
and influence of the Association correspondingly small.
Those forty years of struggle and comparative obs;curity,
however, were the times in which Mr. Husband's work
stands out conspicuously in the annals of the Asso-
ciation; and, as a mark of the respect in which he was
then held by his colleagues, on July 28th, 1861, he was
elected President of the Council-the highest honour it was
in their power to confer. This office Mr. Husband held for
three years, the term of tenure expiring on August 7th,
1872, when, fortified by the experience and knowledge he

had acquired during the period of that presidency, he under-
took the duties of Treasurer. This office, in succession to Dr.
Falconer, of Bath, Mr. Hnsband held for a period of six years.
On January 12th, 1881, Mr. Husband resigned this office,

and was succeeded by Dr. Wade, of Birmingham; and so great
a value did the Committee of Council place upon the work he
had done for the Association, that the following resolution
was passed as the expression of its gratitude: "That the
Committee of Council, through their Chairman, communicate
to Mr. Husband their deep regret on the receipt of his resig-
nation; not merely in consideration of the loss which will be
sustained by the Association, but likewise for its cause-the
s#rious failure of his health. The proofs Mr. Husband has
given, through so many years, of his active interest in

the aims and operations of
the Association, and the
efficient assistance he has
rendered alike as Presi-
dent of Council and as
Treasurer, fill the Com-
mittee of Council with the
warmest gratitude; and
they desire to express to
Mr. Husband their san-
guine hope that, by tem-
orary retirement, his

health may be restored,
and that he may soon
again resume a more or
less active position in
their affairs."
To some extent this

hope was gratified, for,
though he was never again
able to devote himself
with the energy of former
years to the work of the
Association, he yet for
some years continued to
put in an occasional ap-
pearance, and, at all times
of difficulty, to support
the Council by his advice.
But for the last four or
five years the Council
have seen, and the Asso-
ciation has heard little oI
him, for the failure of
health of which he then
complained, and which
had induced him to retire
from practice and to leave
York, first for Bourne-
mouth and eventually for
Clifton, deepened into so8
severe and physically
painful an illness, that for
nearly three years and a-
half he has been com-
pletely helpless and en-
tirely dependent upon the
love and affectionate ser-
vices of his family.

As a surgeon Mr. Husband took high rank in and around the
city of York; for many years he was looked up to as the lead-
ing medical man of the neighbourhood, and to his many
friends, and very numerous patients, scattered widely over
the di6triet, the news of his death will come with a sad-
dening influence. He had filled the office of Lord Mayor
of York and was a Deputy-Lieutenant of West Riding of
Yorkshire. He was Consulting Surgeon to the York County
Hospital and had for many years been an active honorary
surgeon to the same Institution. To his old friends in the
Council of the Association, who worked with him in the days.
of his activity and energy, while they will rejoice to know
that he has been released from the bonds of a long incura-
ble, and physically painful illness, his memory wili always
remain green, and his example one to be studied and to bet
followed with loving appreciation for many a year to come.


